Being happy on Pesach
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Many people have written to wish my family and I a happy Pesach. This is a wonderful custom amongst people of all religions. I wish my Christian friends a happy Easter and they wish me a happy Passover, or I wish them a merry Christmas and they wish me a happy Hanukkah, etc. 
The question is: Whence do I derive my happiness? If I am to fulfill the good wishes of my friends I should have an answer to this question.

It seems that happiness has two opposing sources; when people close to me, my friends and family are successful I'm happy and when people far away from me, strangers and my enemies who have harmed me at some time, are in a state of misery, I'm happy.

Let us examine this assumption.

Passover celebrates the transition of the Jewish people from a state of misery to a state of happiness through the successful release from slavery. Hence, according to my assumption above, the friends of the Jewish people should be happy and the enemies should be sad.

Happiness and misery seem to be inextricably interwoven with friends and enemies. It's like a see-saw the one side can't be up if the other side isn't down. It seems that we can never arrive at equilibrium. The only way by which God could release the enslaved Jews was to cause the misery of the 10 plagues on the Egyptians. 

The question is: Whence did the Israelites derive their happiness? Was it from the misery of the Egyptians of was it from their release from the miseries of slavery? 
It was from neither. 
The Bible tells us, in the book of Exodus 14 - 15

14:30
 Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea shore.

31
 And Israel saw the great work which the Lord did upon the Egyptians; and the people feared the Lord, and believed the Lord, and his servant Moses.

1
 Then sang Moses and the people of Israel this song to the Lord, and spoke, saying, I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider has he thrown into the sea.

2
 The Lord is my strength and song, and he has become my salvation; he is my God, and I will praise him; my father's God, and I will exalt him.

3
 The Lord is a man of war; the Lord is his name.

4
 Pharaoh's chariots and his army has he thrown into the sea; his chosen captains also are drowned in the Red Sea.

Also:

Psalms Ch. 114:1-2 "When Israel went from Egypt, the house of Jacob from a people of foreign language; Judah was his sanctuary, and Israel his dominion."

Although their release from slavery is mentioned as is the fate of  their Egyptian taskmasters that isn't the source of their joy. Their happiness derived from their awareness that God and only God is the source of their happiness. This awareness comes from the knowledge that God is a God of justice and mercy. 
When our enemies suffer we mustn't rejoice at their suffering, we must rejoice that a righteous God rules the universe. 

This is the message of the festival of Passover; God is the fulcrum. He makes the equilibrium. Hence our assumption above is wrong; there aren't two opposing sources to happiness, there is only one; God. There aren't two opposing sources of misery; there is only one: the absence of God from our lives.

When our enemies suffer our joy doesn't derive from their misery, it derives from the knowledge that God is just and that He is almighty.

When our friends have been successful our happiness doesn't derive from their happiness, but from the knowledge that God is merciful and has granted them happiness.

Now that we know whence our happiness is derived let us go and celebrate Passover and Easter and Christmas and fulfill the wishes of our friends and be happy because God has given us this happiness not because of our success or because of our enemies' misery.
Happy Passover to all the Jewish people and happy Easter to all Christians.

Anti-Semites don't be jealous of the Jews, they didn't make themselves happy God made them happy. Anti-Christians don't be jealous of Christians, they didn't make themselves happy, it was God who did this for them. God bless you all.

